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Principles and Guidance to support the Provision of Radio Aid systems and other Amplification Devices
SENSS (Hearing Impairment) 
Last reviewed June 2019
 Terms of Reference

The term Child or young person with a hearing impairment [CYP(HI)] used throughout this documentation refers to any child or young person identified as having a hearing impairment, regardless of the degree and type of deafness, supported by Oxfordshire Hearing Impairment Team (HI) Special Educational Needs Support Services (SENSS).

RADIO AID SYSTEM Systems

Principle 1

All deaf children and young people (Early Years to Post-16) who benefit from the provision of Radio Aid system will be provided with a system funded by the SENSS Hearing Impairment Team.
Accessories such as shoes to connect to cochlear implants and hearing aids will also be provided when replacements are needed. 

Principle 2 
Radio Aid Systems will be maintained by the SENSS Hearing Impairment Team.  A spare system will be issued wherever possible when a system is sent for repair. Spare accessories will be available through the CYP(HI)’s Teacher of the Deaf.  

Principle 3

The SENSS Hearing Impairment Team will provide initial and ongoing training to staff in settings in the use and maintenance of Radio Aid Systems. Wherever possible the CYP will coproduce training materials for use in their settings. Parents/carers will be supported in the use and maintenance of the system where the equipment is used and managed from home. Families and key staff will be trained to listen, check and fault-find these systems. 

There will be review of effective use of radio aid systems by SENSS(HI) team to ensure ongoing effective use of the equipment by families and settings. An equipment agreement is put in place with home and school as appropriate. The equipment is regularly PAT tested either through the school setting or by the SENSS Hearing Impairment Team if the child is not yet in an educational setting.
Principle 4
Educational audiologists within the SENSS Hearing Impairment Team keep abreast of new technology developments and advise on appropriate equipment. The systems will be set up by a SENSS(HI) Teacher of the Deaf to ensure that the radio aid system signal provides the desired advantage. Subjective and objective evaluation of the systems is carried out regularly and when equipment is replaced. 
Principle 5
A Radio Aid System will be made available for cochlear implanted children and young people once the child or young person is at a stage of listening development where the family, Auditory Implant Centre team and the SENSS Hearing Impairment Team agree the addition of a Radio Aid system to be beneficial.
Principle 6

When Radio Aid systems are being provided for the first time, decisions about the type of system to be made in discussion with the child / young person and for a younger child, the family.  There are a number of factors to be taken in to account including the age of the child, the hearing aid / cochlear implant it is linking to, the system’s ergonomics, how robust and reliable the system is thought to be, ease of management and cost and availability of replacements. There are particular makes of Radio Aid Systems that are used within the SENSS Hearing Impairment Team to enable spare systems to be readily available. Children under three using radio aid systems will be fitted with a system with integrated tamperproof receivers. In addition, integrated receivers will be fitted for more vulnerable older children if risk assessment deems it necessary.
Principle 7

From an early age all children and young people will be encouraged and supported to become independent in the use and management of their Radio Aid System.

Principle 8

Whilst Radio Aid Systems are primarily for use in educational settings there may be occasions out of school where the child or young person will benefit from the use of these systems.  Arrangements can be made for them to be available for out of school activities. Where used out of the school setting for personal use the family is responsible for any loss or damage to the Radio Aid system as outlined in the equipment agreement.  Radio Aid Systems are not insured through the SENSS Hearing Impairment Team.

Sound Field Systems

Principle 1

All deaf children and young people who would benefit from the provision of a Sound Field System will be given a trial with a portable Sound Field System.  

Principle 2

Whilst the SENSS Hearing Impairment Team has a number of portable systems for loan, funding for such equipment remains the responsibility of the school.  Funding may be available through access funds held centrally.  Teachers of the Deaf can arrange for a quote for appropriate classroom equipment and will support a request for funding if the deaf child or young person will benefit from a classroom Sound Field System.

Principle 3
The SENSS Hearing Impairment Team will provide In Service Training and support to staff about the use and maintenance of Sound Field Systems. When used in conjunction with Radio aid system checks are made by the Teacher of the Deaf to ensure that the signal received by the CYP(HI) is not compromised by rebroadcasting.  
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