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Progressing Children’s Rights in Scotland: An Action Plan 2018-21
RESPONDENT INFORMATION FORM

Please Note this form must be completed and returned with your response.

Are you responding as an individual or an organisation?  
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Individual

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Organisation

Full name or organisation’s name
Phone number 

Address 

Postcode 

Email


The Scottish Government would like your 

permission to publish your consultation 

response. Please indicate your publishing 

preference:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Publish response with name

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Publish response only (without name) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Do not publish response

We will share your response internally with other Scottish Government policy teams who may be addressing the issues you discuss. They may wish to contact you again in the future, but we require your permission to do so. Are you content for Scottish Government to contact you again in relation to this consultation exercise?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

No
High Level Contents of the Action Plan

Question 1
Do you agree that the Action Plan should include:

i. Identified strategic actions intended to secure transformational change in how children and young people experience their rights. Yes/No

ii. A summary of specific initiatives being taken forward across all Scottish Government portfolios that captures what we will do in the next 3 years to secure better or further effect of the UNCRC principles. Yes/No

iii. A number of key policy specific actions identified through the consultation process that are not currently being taken forward through other Scottish Government initiatives. Yes/No
Where you answered ‘No’ to any of the above questions – please provide your reasons why you did not agree.
Question 2

Do you agree that the 4 proposed strategic actions are appropriate and will help to take forward the principles of the UNCRC?
i. Development of a dynamic Participation Framework for Children and 
Young People.  Yes/No
ii. Ambitious delivery, through co-production, of the 3 year children’s 
rights awareness programme.  Yes/No
iii. Progressing the comprehensive audit on the most effective and 
practical way to further embed the principles of the UNCRC into policy, 
practice and legislation, including the option of full incorporation into 
domestic law.  Yes/No 
iv. Evaluation of the Children’s Rights and Wellbeing Impact Assessment 
(CRWIA).  Yes/No
Question 3   
Are there ways in which the proposed strategic actions listed above could be further strengthened? - please specify. 
i)
Effective participation of children in national policy is crucial in ensuring their rights are realised. We recommend explicit reference is made to the views of all children including those with disabilities.

In reality, meaningful disabled youth participation requires well trained practitioners who have a strong understanding and awareness of the needs of disabled children and young people. Appropriate training for staff to ensure they have the skills and knowledge will be key to achieving this action. We would welcome the opportunity to provide further information and resources on championing the meaningful participation of deaf children and young people in every area of their lives. 

Any service or individual assisting a disabled child or young person should be skilled in facilitating youth participation and ensuring the needs and voice of the child or young person is heard. This is particularly valid in the context of deaf children and young people, where many children require unique support to meet their communication needs. 

For example, communication can as a barrier to deaf children and young people’s participation. Deaf young people who use BSL as their preferred method of communication require high fluency of support which is not always in place. There is currently no system in place for the qualifications of Teachers of the Deaf or Communication Support Workers to be monitored at a national level. This means deaf children and young people are missing out on opportunities in the classroom to learn, become empowered and therefore become active participants. NDCS has recommended that a quality framework is established for teachers working with deaf learners and that this is overseen by an independent body.

These barriers were highlighted by deaf young people earlier this year at our Deaf Learners Conferences, held in schools around the country. In total 122 deaf children have participated in Deaf Learners Conferences over the last 2 years. Our workshops are relevant to both signers and non-signers and gave them the opportunity to learn about the BSL Act and crucially encourage them to share their views on school and community life. Some quotes from deaf young people at Deaf Learners Conferences included:

A young person from Falkirk- “I think it would be great in the future to learn BSL, if it was taught in first year as a class this would be good.”

A young person from Ayrshire- “I need an interpreter for every doctors’ appointments, its difficult without one. I don’t understand words they use. If the interpreter cancels, I have to make another appointment and wait more time. The onus should be on the health service to provide interpreters, not the young person.”

A young person from Glasgow- “Everyone should have the opportunity to learn BSL, especially at a young age.”
Language is usually acquired through hearing and vision together and so deafness has the potential to delay development. As language provides the building blocks for many skills, these delays can impact more broadly on a deaf child’s life including their emotional and social development. Recent cuts to specialist support in education, such as Speech and Language Therapists is something that must be addressed to ensure deaf children and having their rights realised in education and if the duties under the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014 are to be met. Local authorities need to find a way to do this by supporting the child. 

Another barrier to children’s education rights being realised in the classroom is the issue of acoustics. The optimal range of hearing that hearing technologies can typically offer a deaf 

child is approximately three metres in a good listening environment. This both reduces their ability to access spoken language beyond this range and limits their access to incidental learning, naturally accessed by their peers, that would enable them to acquire and absorb new language and information from listening to the world around them. 

It is therefore of concern to NDCS that there is no statutory requirement for local authorities to adhere to the recognised best practice guidance in acoustics, Buildings Bulletin 93. In England, Northern Ireland and Wales all new builds and extensions must adhere to these guidelines while in Scotland this is recognised as best practice only and there is no monitoring of compliance.

The strengthening of guidance on acoustics in Scotland would help make sure all children are able to participate and barrier of noisy learning environments eradicated.

ii)

We recommend strong awareness is referenced about the additional steps that may be required to keep disabled children and young people safe, particularly given that research illustrates that they are most vulnerable to abuse and harm. 

There should also be strong acknowledgement that keeping children and young people safe goes beyond child protection and should have a strong emphasis on emotional wellbeing and physical safety too so that children and young people can flourish in environments that support them to reach their full potential.

iii)

However we are disappointed that full incorporation of rights is referred to as merely an option. This does not go far enough in ensuring the rights of children in Scotland are realised and we recommend full incorporation is the sole objective.

iv)

We agree with this and believe that CRWIAs should be used more routinely.

CRWIA guidance should reflect the indivisibility of UNCRC Articles and their equal weight. We recommend explicit reference is made in guidance to disabled children’s rights under the UNCRPD. It is also important that those completing CRWIAs have the appropriate skills and knowledge to take full account of the needs of disabled children in their assessments. We are not currently aware of any specific work in this area. 

Question 4
Are there additional or alternative strategic actions that the Scottish Ministers should consider? - please specify. 

Question 5
Are there any specific actions - not currently being progressed within a wider Scottish Government action plan, framework or other initiative, - that should be considered for inclusion within the Action Plan?
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We broadly agree with the inclusion of the above points, however with the view on 4 strategic aims there is a risk that some rights may be missed and not actioned and reported upon. Consideration of all UNCRC Articles must be ensured and we recommend reference is made to how the rights of disabled children are being met. These should also be actioned on in order to promote equality as well as equity. This group face additional and often unique additional barriers to achieving their rights and these barriers need to be fully addressed and actioned. 





Deafness is a low incidence need and statistical information about numbers of deaf children and their needs is often missing despite duties of state parties under Article 31 of the UNCRPD. This may mean that deaf children are not accounted for within baseline scoping and are not effectively targeted through initiatives to promote children’s rights and wellbeing.





As above.





GIRFEC, which is structured around the UNCRC articles, means ensuring every child and young person has the supports they need to flourish physically and mentally. Ensuring the services that support young people are equipped to address their unique needs is critical. 


We recommend a workforce planning exercise is carried out into numbers of specialist staff supporting children with additional support needs in the classroom, including Teachers of the Deaf. The latest data from the Consortium for Research Into Deaf Education (CRIDE 2017) shows that nearly a quarter (24%) of specialist Teachers of the Deaf in Scotland have been lost over the last seven years and 48% are due to retire in the next 10 to 15 years. Ensuring deaf learners have access to the additional support they require is critical to ensuring they realise their right to education and reach their full potential. 
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