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Summary
Over a third of local authorities in England have cut more than £6.6m from their budgets for specialist education services for deaf children since 2014, with over £1.1m of cuts planned this year. At the same time, the number of Teachers of the Deaf has fallen by 15% since 2011. Services are increasingly rationing the specialist support they provide whilst many deaf children are missing out on hearing technology that could help ensure they start school with age-appropriate language. 
Services for deaf children are in crisis. The Comprehensive Spending Review, where the government reviews budgets for different areas of spending, must provide significant additional investment for special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) so that deaf children get the support they need. 
Key facts 
· There are more than 50,000 deaf children and young people across the UK.  
· There’s been a 12% increase since 2015 in the number of deaf children identified as needing special educational needs support.  
· Despite the fact that deafness in itself is not a learning disability, deaf children underachieve throughout their education. In their GCSEs, deaf children achieve, on average, a whole grade less in each subject than other children. 
· 82% of parents of deaf children say there is not enough funding of education support for deaf children in their area. 42% of parents feel that things have got worse for their deaf child since 2014 – just 5% say they have got better. 
Urgent action needed  
We believe there are five key areas where additional investment and action is needed: 
1) Teachers of the Deaf play a vital role in supporting families in the early years and ensuring deaf children are effectively supported in mainstream schools. Despite this, the total number of Teachers of the Deaf has fallen by 15% since 2011. In addition, over half of Teachers of the Deaf are over the age of 50 and due to retire in the next 10 to 15 years.  We believe there is a need for HM Treasury and the Department for Education to set up a bursary scheme to fund the training costs of new Teachers of the Deaf. £3.3m would fund the cost of 400 new Teachers of the Deaf over the next three years. 

2) Hearing technology. Radio aids help deaf children hear speech by transmitting what people are saying direct to the child’s hearing aid or cochlear implant, above any background noise. Research has shown that the use of radio aids can have a big impact in terms of parent-child communication in the critical early years. However, despite these obvious benefits, over a third of local authorities (38%) do not make radio aids available to parents of pre-school deaf children to use at home. The cost of a radio aid is around £1,000. We have estimated that it would cost approximately £2.1m to ensure that deaf children in the remaining 38% of non-providing local authorities have a radio aid. 

3) Addressing issues around the national funding formula. The formula means that 99.5% of the money that goes to schools is now ring-fenced. The remaining 0.5% can only be transferred to the high needs block (which funds SEN support services) with the agreement of the Schools Forum. The schools forum is mostly made up of head teachers and often lacks SEND representation. This ring-fencing is making it harder for local authorities to move funding around to respond to growing SEND pressures, and should be relaxed or removed. 
4) Post-16 funding. In practice in many areas, colleges will only receive funding for young people if they have an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan. Government figures suggest that more than 85% of deaf young people do not have an EHC plan. This means that a large number of deaf young people are less likely to get the support they need to access the curriculum, such as a radio aid to help with additional amplification or note takers.
5) Strengthening the accountability framework. In response to a survey of parents of deaf children in November 2018, 67% told us they don’t have enough information about the quality of education services for deaf children in their area.
In 2016, Ofsted and the Care Quality Commission introduced new inspections of local area provision for children with SEND, two years after the SEND reforms were passed. We are calling on the Department and Ofsted to ensure:
a) the inspections continue beyond the existing five-year programme
b) inspection reports include more detail on specialist education services for deaf children. Only around half of the inspection reports to date have made any reference to deaf children and even then, references tend not to be more than a brief sentence. 

It is also important that the accountability system has the confidence of parents. Currently around half of all local areas are ‘failing’ the inspection and being required to produce written statements of action to show how they will improve. We believe that any follow-up action by Ofsted and the Department for Education to ensure these failings are addressed need to be robust and credible. These actions should involve parents. 
Parents will also be looking for action to be taken against local authorities that use SEND funding to ‘fight’ parents in SEND Tribunals, when Tribunals so consistently find in favour of parents. However, currently, it is unclear what powers of intervention are available to Ofsted and/or the Department. It is also unclear when and if such powers will be used. 

What can you do?

In order to make sure that these changes happen, we need parents’ support. 

You can help by telling us straight away if you have concerns about cuts or reductions in the quality of support in your local area. Just email campaigns@ndcs.org.uk. 
Please also join our campaigns network, to take action and support our campaigns.
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